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NHUNG CAU BE O MERRYVALE
ALICE HALE BURNETT

Sau cau chuyén hoan chinh va c6 thit danh cho cac ciu bé, ké vé nhitng hanh dong tha
vi clia hai anh em "Toad" va "Chuck" Brown, ban bé ctia ching, "Fat", "Reddy" va nhitng
dira tré khac.

Nhiing cudn sach dugc viét dé cac ciu bé cé thé doc, hiéu vé dam tré va nhiing cau
chuyén trong d6 m6 ta chan thuc cudc sdng ctia ching trong mot thi tran nho.

NGAY GANH XIEC PEN MERRYVALE

“Toad” va “Reddy”, nhé vao may man, méi ciu bé co6 duge hai tim vé xem xié€c, mic du
ching nhan ra ring tdm cho voi la mdt nhiém vu kho nhin hon chting tuéng. Mot nhém
nhitng cdu bé vui nhon dén tham rap xiéc.

CHUYEN KE VE NGUOI DA PO CUA BO BROWN

Cau chuyén ctia b6 dugc ti€p noi bdi mdt vi khach bat ngd, ngudi thoat dau lam moi
ngudi ngac nhién nhung sau dé khién tit ca nhitng ngudi trong bira tiéc nho tu tip xung
quanh 10 sudi mot cach thich tha.

BUOI DA NGOAI & MERRYVALE

Ban da bao gio dugc trai nghiém mot budi da ngoai trén mot cai xe ngua 16n ciia trang
trai v6i day nhiing ¢ ciu bé chua? Sau do, ban c6 bt dugce rat nhiéu ca hoi va nuéng
ching truéce khi dét ltra trai khong? "Toad" va "Reddy” da trai qua nhiing diéu tuyét voi
nay va c6 mot ngay dai dang nhé.

LE GIANG SINH & MERRYVALE

Cira hang do choi ctia dng 1ao Williams 1a noi thu hit sy cht y “Toad” va nhiing ngusi
ban ctia cau bé trong mot thoi gian dai truéce khi Giang Sinh dén. Chung 1én ké hoach
cho mét diéu bat ngd dé mang lai niém vui cho mét gia dinh nghéo khé. Cac cau bé
dung phao dai tuyét va choi ném tuyét vo cung vui vé.

NHUNG CAU BE MERRYVALE O TRANG TRAI

Ba ctia “Toad” moi ciu bé va “Reddy” vé qué trong vong mdt thang. Nhiing trai nghiém
ctia chung & trang trai Sunnyside, v6i dan ngua, bo, mdy con lgn va bay ga dugce ké lai
mot cach tha vi, ching da tan huéng tron ven khoang thoi gian chéo thuyén, boi 16i va
cau ca trong lach.



HALLOWEEN G MERRYVALE

Trong nhiéu ngay nhiing ciu bé da mong chg bita tiéc sé dugce t6 chiic & nha ctia Toad
Brown, budi t6i cudi cling cling dén va ching da choi rat nhiéu tro choi méi la, mac du
da c6 mot vai chuyén xay ra khong nam trong ké hoach.



MUC LUC
Chuong I: Sdn sang cho bita tiéc
Chuong II: Niém vui bat dau
Chuong I1I: Nhitng qua tao du dua
Chuong IV: Keo kéo
Chuong V: L¢i tién doan cta phu thuy
Chuong VI: Théi tat nhiing ngon nén
Chuong VII: Tim ki€m dong xu bac

Chuong VIII: Chi€c banh tuyét voi



HALLOWE'EN
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CHUONG 1

SAN SANG CHO BUA TIEC

“Halloween nghia la gi vdy bd?” Thomas Brown hdi khi ca gia dinh dang ngoi thuéng
thirc blra sang vao mdt budi sang cudi thang Mudi.

“N6 c6 nghia la budi toi truée ngay Lé cac Thanh”, bé Brown tra 16i.

“Anh c6 nhé chiing ta da c6 ki niém gi vui vé vao nam ngoai khong, Chuck?” Toad binh
luan, Thomas thuong dugc ban be goi la “Toad”, con Charley dugc biét dén véi biét danh
“Chuck”.

“Lam sao ma anh quén dugc chit,” cdu bé tra 16i.

Gia dinh Browns sinh séng & thi tran Merryvale trong mét ngdi nha mau trang rong réi,
cach xa dudng 16n va cach d6 khong xa la nha ctia Reddy - ngudi ban than nhat ctia
“Toad” va Frank - anh trai cia ciu bé, vGi biét danh 1a “Fat”.

“Bon bd da c6 khodng thoi gian vui vé khi bo con 1a mot daa tré”, bo Brown tiép tuc,

“Sinh nhat ctia bo roi vao ding ngay Halloween va ba ctia cac con ludén bao bé mai cac
cau bé trong khu phé dén bita tiéc vao dém do”.

“, u6c gi sinh nhat ctia con la hai ngay sau thi con cling c6 thé t6 chiic mét bita tiéc,”
Toad thd dai.

“Chang c6 ly do gi ma con khong thé té chirc sinh nhat vao Halloween, néu con thuc su
muon nhu vy, Thomas a,” me cau bé no6i va mim cudi.

“ Oi, me oi, tuyét qua”, Toad kéu 1én, bat day khéi ban va chay dén chd me dé 6m ba mot
cai that nong nhiét. “Me luén lam cho moi th tré nén that tuyét voi”, ciu bé nodi thém.

“Hom nay ching ta nén moi tat ca cac ban hoc & trudng," Chuck dé nghi, "vi thir Bay la
Halloween ma”.

Budi sang hom do, Toad dén trudng va khong mat nhiéu thoi gian dé mai ban bé dén du
bira tiéc, tat ca cac cau bé déu vui vé nhan 16i béi vi chiing ludn c6 khoang thoi gian
tuyét voi 6 nha cta Toad.



bén sang thir bay, me Brown dan Toad dén nha kho dé chon ldy mét it tao 16n va do
mong.

"Hay chéc ring cuéng ctia chting dt chic chan," me canh bao ciu bé, "néu khong ching
ta khong dung ching dugc dau.”

Nhiing qua tao dugc dong trong thung véi nhiéu rom dé gitr cho chting khong bi dong
cting, va khi Toad dén nha kho, ciu bé 1ay hét qua nay dén qua khac cho dén khi ciu
nghi rang minh da c6 da. Ngay khi ciu bé dang tu héi minh sé phéi bé bao nhiéu chuyén
dé dua hét s6 tdo dén nha, mot khudén mat 16 ra sau canh ctra.

"Chao, Reddy," Toad cudi, "vao day gitp té chuyén nhiing qua tao nay di. T6 phai mang
ching 1én nha," cdu bé gidi thich, "ching danh cho bita tiéc t6i nay day."

“Chang Ié bay gid chung ta khong thé an mdt qua hay sao?" Reddy hoi, nhit trén san nha
mot qua tdo do cang bong.

"Nay, dung 14y qua do," Toad kéu 1én, "1ay qua khong c6 cudng ay."
"H4," Reddy phan d6i, "c6 gi khac biét chi? Té c6 an phan cuéng dau.”
Toad cudi 16n.

"Me mudn chiing ¢6 phan cuong chic chin. T6 cling khong biét tai sao nira", ciu bé gii
thich.

"Bira tiéc Halloween sé nhu thé nao nhi?" Reddy hoi trong khi dang ngoi trén néc thiing
khoai tay.

"Fat ndi 1a," cdu bé tiép tuc, "sé ludn luén c6 ma."

“Hirm, ai lai s¢g may chuyén tré con nhu ma quy chit,” Toad ché nhao.

“Cha, t6 cling khong sg,” Reddy phan déi. "T6 biét anh dy chi dang ¢6 lam t6 sg thoi."
Sau khi cac ciu bé mang tdo lén nha, Me Brown nhin qua va reo lén:

"Chtng dang la diéu me mudn, nhiing cai cuéng chic chin nhu vay."



CHUONG 2
NIEM VUI BAT PAU

Vao khoang bay gi¢ rudi t6i hom do, nhitng cau bé duge moi du tiéc bat dau dén nha ctia
Brown, noi ma chiing gap mot bong ngusi mac dé mau trang & ctra. N6 c6 mét doi tai
tho ky la, duge tao hinh bing cach budc hai goc ctia cai vo goi lai dat & trén dau va khoét

hai cai 16 dé tao thanh doi mit.

Hanh lang 16n dugc thap sang bsi nhiéu ngon nén lung linh dat trong nhitng qué bi ngd
rong rudt vi nhitng khuoén mat cudi toe toét trong that la ky di.

"Cha, cai nay that ma quai," Fat cuci khtic khich va cd dam cudi theo.

Lac nay, nhan vat mic dé trang, chinh la Toad, yéu cau ca dam di theo minh khi cau bé
dan ching dén phong lam viéc ctia B6 Brown. Tai ddy chiing da gap Chuck, cing méc do
trang nét.

"Chao budi toi, quy ngai Ma quai," Reddy khom ngudi chao.

"Lam thé€ nao ma," con ma gat dau va Chuck kho c6 thé nhin cusi khi cAu bé noi thém
béng giong tram thdp, "Hay mang nhing cai vo gdi nay vao va nhanh 1én," va chi vao mot

dong trén san.

"0, t6 biét cau la ai," Fat cudi, "nhung té sé khong ndi dau," va ciu bé voi vang chui dau
vao mot chiéc vo goi, xoay quanh cho dén khi tim duge dung ché cho déi mit.

"Tai ctia em dai hon tai cia anh nay," Herbie khoe khoang khi cdu bé nhay vé.

"Nhung ctia anh van da dé nghe em néi nhé," Linn Smith cudi.

Khi tat ca da sin sang, Chuck ddn dau nhém nhiing nhan vt tai dai ky quai vao phong
doc sach, noi chting gap Bo va Me Brown, hai ngudi mac ao choang den v6i chiéc mi
phu thdy dai & trén dau. Me Brown bit dau khudy thir gi d6 trong mot cai nodi lén mau
den treo trong 10 su6i bing mot chi€c mudi sit dai.

Fat bu6c thing dén 10 sudi va nhin trom vao noi.

"Néu ma c6 mii," cidu bé danh hoi, "thi con sé néi ring mui do6 rat thom."

Lac nay Bo Brown di t6i, ddn mot con s6 trén lung méi ciu bé.

"Cai d6 dé lam gi viy a?" Hopie hoi.



"Cha, tdt ca cac con tréng qua giong nhau ddy," B6 Brown cudi, "dén ndi ta khong thé
phan biét dugc. Va," sau mot lac dung lai, "sé cé gidi thudng cho tro choi nay."

"Tuyét qua," Herbie hét 1én, "hy vong con c6 thé 14y duge nd."

Chuck roi khoi phong va mot lae sau, ciu bé quay lai voi mot qua bi ngd khéng 16 va dat
no6 1én trén mot chiéc ghé trong goc.

"Ai la s6 mdt nao?" cau bé hoi, dong thdi nhic cai cudng ciia qua bi ngd da bi chit gan
goc 1én that cao.

A

“Pling yén nao,” Chuck thi tham khi Hopie ti€n vé phia chiing.

“La em,” Hopie Smith thong bao tir ché cia minh truéce dong lira, noi cau bé da giup Me
Brown khudy d6 bén trong chiéc noi den to tuéng.

"Cha, néu em la ngudi dau tién thi mau qua day di," Toad noi ", va anh sé 14t vd géi clia
em lai dé em khong thdy gi ca."

“Pay la cai cuong,” Chuck noi, dat né vao ban tay xoé rong ctia Hopie.

B& Brown liic nay dang giir 1ay vai Hopie va tir tir xoay cdu bé hét vong nay dén vong
khac.

"Ta tin rang con da xoay dd nhiéu dé tu hdi minh dang & dau", 6ng ay néi va thém vao,
"Bay gi¢ hay xem liéu con c6 thé dat cudng 1én qua bi ngd hay khong."



Hopie bat dau, cé hai tay chia ra tru6c mat.

“Em khong duge cham vao bat cit thit gi bang tay ctia minh," Herbie néi, "diéu d6 that
khéng cong bang”.

"Pugc thdi," cdu bé tra 16i trong khi di thdng dén goc noi Fat dang ngdi xem cudc vui.

"PUng yén nao," Chuck thi tham vao tai Fat khi Hopie tién lai gan, sau do6 diing truéc méit
Fat va dat cai cuong 1én dau cau, dam tré pha Ién cudi sang khoai.

"Oi, cai dau bi ngd," Reddy cudi nic né.

Hopie thao chi€c vo gdi va nhin cham chidm vao Fat mot cach ngac nhién, roi cu bé
cling cudi theo.

"Em da cuc ki chdc chin rang em da dit n6 trén qua bi ngd!" ciu bé thot lén.

"T6t hon hét la hay cdn than, Fat a," Toad canh bao, "Néu me nham anh la qué bi ngd, ba
dy sé cho anh vao mét cai banh day."

S6 hai, ba va bon ciling khong may man hon Herbie 1a bao khi 1an lugt dit cai cuong 1én
chinh gitra ban, Chuck thi trén gia sach con Reddy da mét muc diat nd vao néi nhung Me
Brown da dua tay ra kip thoi dé ngan né khong bi rai vao trong do.

Ti€p theo la lugt cta Linn.

“Nhin anh nay,” cau bé néi. "Anh s€ lam dugc."

"Em ca la anh khong thé," Reddy thach thic.

Sau d6, B6 Brown xoay ciu bé mot vai vong that nhanh va ciu bat dau buée di. Sau khi
ti€n vé phia truéc hai hodc ba buée roéi dung lai, cAu bé dudi tay ra va buéce that chim vé

phia 10 sudi. Khi da dén noi, cau bé quay ngugc lai va déi mat véi can phong.

"Bay gio, minh bi€t minh dang & dau réi," cdu bé tham nghi, "Minh sé di téi goc ngay
canh canh ctra."

"Nhin kia," Chuck thi tham véi Herbie, "anh dy biét minh dang di dau, dang roi."
Mdi ciu bé déu nin thd khi Linn cang ltic cang tién lai gan chiéc ghé diat qué bi ngd. Sau

do, khi dau goi cia ciu bé cham vao mép ghé, cau dung lai va dit cai cudng 1én trén
dinh ctia qua bi ngo.



"Lam t6t 1am, Linn," Toad kéu 1én. "Em khong ng6 1a anh lam dugce diéu do."
“0, dé thdi ma,” Linn khoe khoang. "Sttc noéng ctia ngon lita cho anh biét vi tri ctia 10 sudi,
roi khi anh quay mat vé huéng ngugc lai, anh biét minh chi phéi budc sang trai dé dén

dugce goc can tim."

"Pay la phan thudng," Chuck tuyén b, budc dén ché Linn va dua cho ciu bé mot chiéc
hop.

"Nhanh mé n6 ra di nao," Hopie kéu 1én, "Bon em mu6n xem co gi trong dé." Va khi ndp
hop bt ra, Linn thot 1én:

"Mot qua bong chay, dang 1a thit anh muén," va cau bé tung n6 1én khong trung.

“N6 ndy cao nhu mét con dé viy,” Herbie nhan xét khi cau bé bat qua bong va ném no
Xuong san.



CHUONG 3
NHUNG QUA TAO PU PUA

Me Brown dang thi tham diéu gi d6 vao tai Fat va v6i mot nu cudi toe toét, Fat bi€n mat
sau canh ctra dan t6i bép. Mot ltc sau, ciu bé quay trd lai va cam trén tay hai chi€c chdo
16n dugce boi tron. Ngay 1ap titc, dam tré tu tap vé phia 10 sudi dé gitip d6 va chi trong
mot khoang thoi gian ngén ngti, keo bo ciing da tan chdy trong chiéc ndi to tuéng roi
dugc d6 vao chao va lam ngudi.

"Jiminy (1), hy vong 1a vi ctia né tuyét nhu mui thom ctia n6", Toad quan sat.

"Chéc chin la nhu vay," Me Brown tré 16i va mim cudi.

"Bing vao hang ngay," Chuck ra 1€nh, "trong khi t6 troi tay cau sau lung."

"Céu sé khong danh don bon t6 chr?" Fat rén ri lam bd nhu sép khoc.

"Khéng, cidu ng6 ngan qua," Chuck cudi va néi thém, "Bay gic moi ngudi hdy thao vo goi
trén dau ra nao. Ching ta can ca khuoén mit ctia minh dé choi tro nay."

Toad, cung véi su gitip d3 ctia B6 Brown, dat mdt cdy sao dai ma hai dau dua vao noc hai
td sach va treo trén do nhiéu qua tdo do tuci duge budc & phan cudng.

"Bay gid," Chuck noi, "ngudi ¢ thé cin qua tho mot mi€ng ma khong can ding bat cir
thir gi dé gilt no, sé nhan dugc mot phan thudng.”

"Em truéc," Herbie kéu 1én.

"Pugc rdi," 1a cau tra 16i, "Budc 1én trude nao." Va Herbie bit dau tro choi.

Luc dau, trong c6 vé rat dé dang, nhung bat cir khi nao ciu bé sdn sang can mdt miéng,
qua tao lai trugt di. Ca dam cudi to khi Herbie dam dau hét lan nay dén lan khac ma van
khong can dugc.

"A, cAn moOt miéng di," Reddy kéu 1én. "Anh da chon qua nay cho em ddy."

Sau d6 Herbie ddy qua tao di va diing ha to miéng chd n6 quay lai, nhung thay vi cin
dugc mot miéng, qua tao lai dap ngay vao mii ciu.

Fat cudi lan cudi bo va sau khi thr thém mot vai 1an nia, Herbie da nhudng lugt ctia
minh cho Linn Smith. Sau d6, B6 Brown lay qua tao ctia Herbie ra khoi day roi ném no
cho ciu bé va noi:



"Day la phan thuéng cho giai khuyén khich."

Linn cting khong may méan hon Herbie mic dii ciu bé da cd hét sic. Qua tao c nhdp
nho trén dau cau, lan di ngay khi ciu bé nghi ring minh da cin dugc no.

"Anh la ngudi ti€p theo day," Toad goi, va Fat buéc vé phia nhiing qua tao.

"Chao budi t6i," Fat cti dau noi, "Td thay doi bung qua, cau c6 mudn chui vao bung té
khong?"

"A, nhanh 1én nao," Reddy hét 1én, "Em muon choi lugt ctia minh t6i nay nita ma."
"Em cting vay," Hopie Smith noi.
Fat cuoi toe toét. "Pung voi vang nhu vay chir, khong ich gi dau," cau bé van lai.

Cau bé da thir hét 1an nay dén lan khac nhung ciing chang tét hon nhimg ngudgi choi
truéce. Theo sau la Hopie Smith, cing khong lam dugc not, va sau d6 dén luct ciia Reddy.

Cau bé ctii ngudi xuéng, Gp mat vao phan dudi ctia qua tao, ha miéng that to va can chat
ham rang that nhanh, cu da thanh cong cin dugc mot miéng tao.

"Xudt sic," Toad reo 1én, "phan thudng da thudc vé ciu ay," va khi trao cho ngudi chién
thang mot chi€c hop, Reddy da mé no ra va thot 1én:

"Oi, mot con dao, tuyét qua, ding lic té dang can".
"N6 dep thuc sy," Herbie tuyén bd, "Anh that may man do, Red a."

(1) Deé Jiminy, mot nhan vat dai dién cho luong tam ctia Pinocchio.



CHUONG 4
KEO KEO

"Em c6 nghi la bay gi¢ keo da ngudi roi khong?" Fat thi tham véi Toad.

“Chuing ta hay kiém tra xem,” Toad dé nghi, va hai cdu bé buéc dén chiéc ban da dat san
nhiing chiéc chao cho ngudi. Nhe nhang dit dau ngon tay 1én keo, Fat thot 1én:

"0, n6 dt ngudi dé kéo roi day."
"Nao, dén day di moi ngudi," Toad kéu 1én, "keo da sén sang roi."

"Té sé 1dy mot it bo," Chuck dé nghi, vira chay vao bép vira néi: "Hay dgi cho dén khi bo
dugc mang dén; n6 lam cho keo khong bi dinh."

Khi cau bé quay lai, cd dam déu boi tron cac ngon tay ctia chiing bang bo va bt dau kéo
nhiing cai keo.

“Hay xem ai c6 thé lam cai mdng nhat," Linn dé nghi. "Anh da tiing lam kha tdt khi anh
con nho day nhé," ciu bé cudi.

“Cha, 6ng i, 1an nay con sé danh bai dng” Toad khoe.
"Khong ai gitp em ldy cai nay ra v6i u?" Herbie rén ri, gio lén truéc mat cdu bé hai ban
tay dinh keo. CAu bé da qua hap tdp dé bat dau kéo cai keo ctia minh ma khong doi bo

dén.

"Tréng em budn cudi qua," Fat cudi. “Sao em khong dgi dé xem cach anh lam ha,” ciu bé
cudi khiic khich.

“T6t hon hét 1a chau nén di va rira sach hét,” B6 goi y, “va bat dau lai tir dau, vi ta con rat
nhiéu keo ma.”

Herbie da nghe theo 16i khuyén ctia B6.

"Reddy, hom trudce giao vién da noi gi ¢ truong vé viéc an qua nhiéu keo cé hai cho con
trai vay?" Chuck héi tir goc canh 10 sudi, ché ma Reddy dang cudi.

"Nao," ciu bé ndi, "hay xem keo ciia ai la mong nhat.”
“Pugc roi, moi ngusi hdy dua miéng keo cia minh ra nao,” Linn dé xuat.

“0, céi ctia anh,” Toad thira nhan khi nhin thiy chiéc keo mau kem cta Linn.



“Trong hét nhu mot lon toc clia Mary Lee vay,” Herbie quan sat, li€c nhin miéng keo ciia
Linn.

"Em liic nao ciing néi vé cb bé do thoi," Fat tréu choc.
“Pau c6,” Herbie qua quyét phit nhan, ngai ngung dd birng mit.

“Oi, nhin bé yéu dang dé mit kia,” Toad kéu 1én trong vui vé, tranh chiéc géi sofa vira bi
Herbie nhim vao dau.

Hopie, tua lung thodi mai vao thanh 10 sudi, thé phao day man nguyén.
"Em dau bung ha?" Reddy hoi.

"Khéng, em chi dang tin huéng khoanh khic nay thoi," 1a cau tré 16i khi cadu bé cdn mot
miéng nia tir chi€c keo ctia minh.

"Chung ta sé lam gi ti€p theo day a?" Chuck quay sang B6 Brown va hoi.

"B6 dang mong dgi mot phu thiy sé téi vao lac chin gic dé tién doan," la cau tra 1oi. "Hy
vong ba ay khong lam ching ta thit vong.”

"MOt mu phu thiy," Fat thét Ién bang mot giong cao va mong, khi€n moi ngusi hoang
hot. "Hy vong ba ta sé khong bi€n minh thanh mot con ran.”

“O, em nén lam mot con rtia cht — em rat thich di bd chAm ma,” Linn cudi.

"Ba ta s€ bién Herbie thanh mot “Hoang tr ngti trong rung”, va Mary Lee s€ la Cong chta
dén hon va danh thirc em ay," Chuck ndi, tréu choc, khién ca dam bat cudi.

Khi Herbie bat dau rugt dudi Chuck trong su thich thi ctia cac cau bé khac, déi khi gitr
Chuck cho dén khi Herbie gan nhu cham vao cau bé réi sau do dé cau di, chi dé lan lugt
bét Herbie va gitt Chuck. Dot nhién gitia lac bon tré dang nao dong thi c6 mot ti€ng go
ctra lon.

"Mot-hai-ba."

"Im lang nao," Chuck thi tham, "Mu phu thay day."



"Hoan ho Hopie!" cd dam hét 1én.



CHUONG 5
LOI TIEN POAN CUA PHU THUY

“Mai vao,” BG cat ti€ng mai con cac cau bé ding thanh mdt nhém quan sat cai tay ndm
ctra dang xoay cham chim. Khi n6 nhe nhang md ra, chiing thdy mot ba gia dang diang &
ngudng ctia véi chiéc 4o choang dai mau den c6 mi trum kin dau tir dau dén chan, ca
dam déu cti xudng. Ba ta mang theo mot cay gy c6 moc tay cam va dua vao nd bude di
mot cach nang nhoc.

Ba ta ty 1am bam mot minh réi buéc ngang qua can phong va ngodi xuéng bén dong lira.
Mai toc xam, thd clia ba xda thanh nhing lon toc loa xoa gan nhu che khuat guong mat
ba. Dot nhién dén vut tat, dé lai can phong trong bong tdi, chi con ngon lta 1a 4nh sang
duy nhét.

"Dat cai ndi truée mit ta," ba ta hat gy vé phia Fat va ra 1énh bing chit giong cao, dat
quang.

"Vang, thua ba," Fat noi, voi vang nghe 16i.
“Ba ta khién Fat sg chét khiép,” Toad cudi khtc khich véi Reddy.

Ba ta lay mot tai gidy nho tir trong 4o choang va dé ching vao cai ndi truéc mat, sau do
ba ta tip ténh ding diy di quanh né ba vong, vay tay va ngam nga mot giai diéu ki la.

Ngay sau d6, mot anh sang doé nhan nhat tir trong ndi phat ra, cang liic cang sang hon.
"Phép thuit day," Toad thi tham v6i Hopie Smith.

Mu phu thty gia gid lai ngoi xudng va lay tir dudi 4o choang ctia minh mot miéng gidy
nho, mot cdy but 16ng dai va mot chi€c 1o nho ky di chira day chat l1ong mau trang sia.

"Néu ban uéng bt ky mot giot nao, ban sé nho lai bAing mdt con bo chét," Fat thi tham.
Mu phu thuy gia dung gay dap manh xudng san.
"Herbie, t6i day," ba ta ra lénh.

“T6i di,” Reddy cudi khtic khich, day nhe Herbie va ciu bé buéc téi tru6c mat mu pht
thiy.

Lic dau, ba khong dé y dén cau bé vi dang rat ban viét gi d6 trén mot td gidy voi chiéce
buat 16ng ma ba da nhiing vao cai lo nhd. Mot lat sau ba ngang dau 1én va dua t6 gidy cho
cau bé.



"Ghé tai xuong," ba néi, va Herbie tuan theo.

"Hay giir cai nay cho dén khi ta di," ba ta n6i thém, "sau d6 ho n6 trén ngon nén, 16i tién
doan ctia nguoi da dugc ghi trén do."

Lan lugt tiimg cau bé dugce goi tén va nhan mot té gidy. Roi mu phu thily gia ding day.
"Chtic may man cho nhiing ai nghe theo 1énh ctia ta; ai khong nghe theo sé gap van rii,"
ba ta kéu lén, lic cay gay ctia minh trong khéng trung, va mot ltc sau ba ta nhanh chong
tap ténh roi khoi phong.

Chuck ltic nay da bat dén 1én va Linn thot 1én:

“Ba ta dén tir chd quai nao vay?”

Toad giai thich: “Phu thay bay trong khong trung. "Ho du hanh trén mdt cay chéi.”

"Hay xem nhiing gi ba ta da viét trén mau gidy," Hopie Smith dé xuat.

“Pung roi,” Reddy dong vy, “ba ta bao hay ho no trén ngon nén,” ltic d6 Chuck tién vé phia
trude véi mot cay nén ma cau bé dat 1én chinh gitra cai ban, cam méau gidy ctia minh trén
ngon ltra. May dira tré khac hao hirc xtim lai xem.

Ngay sau d6 mdu gidy nong 1én va cac chir cai bat dau xudt hién.

"Hay nhin xem, c6 mot chir 'a' va hai chit 'e' va - va," Chuck kéu lén, "né da ro rang hon
roi. Té c6 thé doc nd."

"Doc di," Reddy kéu 1én, "hay lang nghe nao."
Chuck bt dau doc:

“ Néu nguoi dé ly tri 1an at trai tim

Nguoi sé tinh toan dén timng dong xu bac
Hay dé con tim cai trj tri 6c

Va tat ca sé thuong ti€c khi nguoi ra di.”

"Diéu d6 c6 nghia la néu ban keo kiét thi sé khéng ai quan tam khi ban ra di dau,"” Linn
gidi thich trong khi Chuck cudi v6i nhitng dia tré khac.

Herbie ho mdu gidy ctia minh trén ngon nén, khi cac chir cai bat dau xuat hién, cau bé
doc:



"Bung ltc nao cling qua voi vang,
That la lang phi ghé gém;
Hay ch¢ doi va thong tha ma lam,
Miéng keo v6i ngon tay tron tru."

"D6 la em va keo mét ddy," Reddy cudi va noéi thém, “Con day la cta té:
"Du cho toc déi phan ruyc rd,

Nhung diing v6i phién long;

Khi gi6 déng théi manh,

DPau sé am ap hon."

“That tuyét,” Reddy kéu 1én trong khi tat ca cac ciu bé déu cudi.

Fat dang gitr mau gidy ctia minh & trén ngon Itra, va khi cac tir xudt hién, cau bé doc mot
cach cham rai:

"Néu nguoi an mot can chanh méi ngay,

Nguoi sé gay nhu bat ky cay sao nao;

Nhung néu nguoi van ti€p tuc an banh,

Nguoi sé to 16n dén mic cham téi bau troi."

"T6t hon 1a anh nén can than day Fat, va mua mot thung chanh,” Toad dé nghi.
"Anh sé mua ca mot toa tau," Fat cudi toe toét.

Hopie gitr td gidy ctia minh gan ngon nén, va trong gidy lat ciu bé doc:
"Néu dang tim dong xu

No & trong bot mi,

Nguoi sé dugc hudng tat,

Stic khoe, giau c6 va quyén luc."

Gio dén lugt ctia Toad va trén t¢ gidy clia ciu bé co viét:

"Nguoi thich tréu dua con gai,

Kéo ruy bang khoi lon toc dang yéu;

Nh6 16i ta, nguci han sé an nan,

Vi chdng con ban khi truéng thanh.”

"T6t nhat la cdu nén nhé 14y né Toad a," ca dam cudi.

Linn doc:



"Nguoi ¢ thé 1am 14,
Nhung la ngudi nhanh tri;
Pén dinh cao cudc doi,
Khéng né ha nang nhoc."

“Mu phu thty gia chic 1a quy anh d6, Linn,” Reddy nhén xét. "Pay la bai tho hay nhat
dugc doc cho téi bay gio."



CHUONG 6
THOI TAT NHUNG NGON NEN

"Ti€p theo chung ta hay thir théi tit nhiing ngon nén," Toad dé nghi, va tat cd dong y.
"Ca 1a t6 sé thang tro nay," Fat khoe, "Té théi siéu manh day nhé."

"Chéc 1a Reddy sé thang," Chuck cudi, "ciu dy cir thao thao bat tuyét rang minh lam
dugc cai nay cai kia."

Mot khay v6i mudi cay nén gio da duge Toad dat trén ban va cac cau bé x€p hang trong
khi B6 Brown thdp nén. Sau do, véi gidy va but chi, 6ng &y ding gan dé ghi diém.

"Nh6 1a moi lugt chi duge théi mot 1an thoi, nén hay thdi that manh nhé", dng dy cudi.
Fat va Herbie, tir vi tri cia chung trong hang, bt dau théi phi pho.

"Nay, cac em dang cd lam gi ddy," Linn Smith goi, "tao ra mét con 16¢c xoay a?"
"Khong, bon em chi dang luyén tap thdéi ma," cdu bé vira cudi vira tr 16i.

"Ta sé thdéi, va thdi nita cho dén khi ta théi bay nha ctia cac ngudi" Herbie hat va noi
thém, "day 1a noi ta sé gianh chién thing."

Hopie Smith, ngudi dau tién trong hang, hit mdt hoi that sdu bang tat cé sic luc va bude
vé phia truéc.

Phu!

"Bao nhiéu cay vdy a?" nhiing dda tré hét 1én.

"Nam", B6 Brown dém, "khéi dau tot day."

Reddy dung cui cho thac vao ngudi Fat mot cai.

“T6i di nao,” cau bé thic giuc.

Toad budc téi ti€p theo va xoay ba vong dé cau may roi hit mét hoi dai. Phu!
"MOot, hai, ba, bon," Bo dém.

"Cai gi co," Toad kinh ngac kéu 1én, "chi c¢6 bon cai thoi u - tai sao chi, con da nghi han
la tat ca sé tit."



Linn budc t6i, kiéng chan va gio hai tay 1én cao qua dau, tlr tir quay ngudi lai, sau d6 cti
xuong, cdu bé théi mot hoi that manh.

"Sau cai", B6 Brown dém xong va noi riang, "do 1a két qua tot nhat cho téi hién tai."

“Xem em nay,” Chuck, ding canh Linn, kéu 1én va dit tay 1én hong réi cau bé bat dau
nhdy maa truéc ban.

"Ha, nhin chang vii c6ng vui nhon kia," Hopie reo 1én.

Chuck théi mot hoi va lam tit shu ngon nén, bang véi diém ctia Linn.

Fat, lic nay la nguoi ti€p theo trong hang, ruén ngudi vé phia trude, dat hai tay xuéng
san, cu bé nhic chan phai 1én va 1dc né ba lan, sau d6 ding ddy, phdng ma hit mot hoi
that manh.

"Coi chuing, anh sé lam roi hét day," Herbie canh bao.

Phu!

"jiminy, ciu dy da lam dugc", Toad kéu 1én, "lam t6t 1dm, Fat", khi tat ca cac ngon nén déu
vut tit.

"Reddy c6 thé sé hoa ddy," B6 dé nghi. "Hay xem nao."

Reddy quay ba lan dé 1dy may roéi diing trudce nhitng ngon nén théi hét stc lyc ctia minh
va ca bay tat ngam.

"Fat nhan dugc phan thudng va dé chinh la nhing th ciu &y thich nhat", Toad kéu 1én.

"0, nhung té da rat vui khi dén day," Fat thd dai khi ciu bé md hop keo 16n ma Toad dua
cho minh.

"Tat ca déu da lam rat tot," Fat néi thém, "va té sé chia cho mdi ngusi mot cai.”



CHUONG 7
TiM KIEM PONG XU BAC

"Bay gi¢ ching ta hdy tim dong xu trong bot mi nhé?" Toad hoi bd Brown, sau khi ca
dam da thir mot it keo cidia Fat va cyc ki thich ching.

"T6t thdi," BE dong y, "bd sé di 14y cai chdo." Sau mot ltc 6ng ay quay lai va cam trén tay
mot cai chao bang thi€c 16n v6i mot inch(2) bdt mi & dudi day.

Toad nghi san nha la chd tét nhat dé choi tro nay va dat chiéc chao & do.
"Trd nay choi nhu thé nao vay?" Reddy hoi, diing quay lung vé phia dong lia.

“Dé thoi ma,” Chuck vira tra 16i vira cudi toe toét. "Co mot dong mudi xu dudi day chao
va ciu phai 14y no6 1én bing mdi ma khong dung tay."
"Lé ra em da dé tay & nha tSi nay néu em biét rang ching chng c6 ich gi", Herbie cudi.

A

"0, rdi em sé can chuing ddy," Chuck tra 16i, "hdy xem em c6 can hay khong".

"Ba ngudi moi lugt nhé," BS ra ludt choi, "trong ba phat, hay xem ai c6 thé tim thay dong
xu. Hopie, con, Toad va Fat hay choi truéc nao."

-----
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Ca dam hét 1én cung véi ti€ng cudi 16n khi nhiing thi trong ky la bat 1én trén ban.




Ca ba quy goi trudce cai chao va Gp mat xuong dong bot mi. Ching thdi manh dén ndi bot
bay 1én thanh mot dam may trang bong bénh, roi xudng va bam lai trén dau ctia ba cau
bé dang x6 day nhau trong nd luc tim ki€ém dong xu.

“Trong bon ho giong nhu bay lgn doi vay,” Reddy cudi 16n.

"Anh khéng 6m day cht, Toad?" Herbie hoi, "mat anh trong nhgt nhat qua,” rdi ca dam
pha lIén cudi.

Dot nhién Hopie Smith bat diy, bot mi roi xudng tir mét ciu bé va dong xu dugc giir chit
gitta hai moi.

"Hurrah; hoan hd Hopie," tat ca cac cu bé hét 1én.

Chiéc chéo bay gid da dugce thay bot mi tuci va mot dong xu maoi.

Ba ciu bé bi gat ra ngoai va dang theo doi nhiing dua tré khac dang c8 giang tim dong xu.
"No6i di, Reddy, cdu la mot ong gia dung ch(," Toad kéu 1én, "toc ctia cdu bac roi kia."

"Can than day, Linn," Fat canh bao, "anh sé bién thanh mét chi€c banh kép néu anh an
hét sd bot do day.”

Linn cuoi lam cho mdt nhiim bdt 16n tir chdo bay lén.

"Chuck dang tim ki€m ba----- " nhung truéce khi Hopie no6i hét cau, Reddy da ding day,
do6i mat xanh dang nhay mua ctia ciu bé sang Ién nhu hai ngdi sao. D6i méi cau bé dang
gitt mot dong xu.

"Lam tot 1am, Red," Toad hét 1én, "Té biét cau sé thing tro nay ma."

(2) don vi do chiéu dai, 1inch = 2,54 cm



CHUONG 8
CHIEC BANH TUYET VOI
Me Brown lic nay da xuét hién ¢ ngudng cia.

"Cac con vao phong an chir?" ba dy yéu cau va cac ciu bé chang ton nhiéu thi gic dé
chdp nhéan 16i maoi.

"Piéu do nghia la c6 thir gi dé an ddy," Herbie thi tham. "T6 tu hdi khong biét chiing ta
sé dugc an gi."

Khi cad dam budc vao phong an, chiing bat dau ngac nhién khi thay chiéc dén 16ng véi

khudn mat cudi toe toét treo trén ban.

"Cha," Fat thot 1én, "qua 1a mot guong mat ngot ngao!" cau no6i dem lai cho moi ngudi
mot trang cudi sang khoai.

O gitta ban 1a mot chiéc banh 16n bing gidy va bay dai ruy bang & duéi 16p vo, mdi dai
dugc budc vao mot tam thé. Mot cai dia banh quy gidy mau sic sang stia va khian an mau
vang la mit tao cho ban an mét vé ngoai ruc rd.

AN

"Cai banh trong ngd nghinh ghé," Hopie cudi. "C6 gi bén trong do6 thé?"

"M&i ngudi sé tim tdm thé co6 tén ctia minh trén dé. Sau d6 ching ta sé tip hop tat ca
lai v6i nhau," Chuck chi dao, "va doan."

"Clia em day nay, Fat," Linn goi.
"Ctia ciu 6 kia, bén canh ciia té 4y, Reddy,"” Toad théng bao.

"Cudc vui sé bat dau trong vong mdt pht nita thoi," Herbie reo 1én. "T6i day nao, Hopie,
ctia em day nay."

"Tat ca moi ngudi da sin sang roi," Toad kéu 1én khi mdi ngudi gitr chat dai bang cta
riéng minh. "Nao, mdt, hai, ba, kéo," va gidy bi xé ra dé 16 bén trong chié€c banh.

Nhiing con nhén khéng 16 ngo ngudy, nhitng con c6c nhay nhoét trén ban, nhirng con
chudt trong chan that dén mic khién bat ky bé gai nao khi€p sg, nhiing con rin gidy soc
dai va nhitng con chau chau khéng 16 nim & cudi nhing dai bang.

Ca dam hét 1én va cudi 16n khi trong thdy nhitng thir c6 vé ngoai ky la nhay nhot, lan
tron va va dap trén ban.

"Nhin xem em c6 gi nay," Hopie hét 1én, gic mdt con nhén trong xau xi 1én dé xem.

“Néu no 1a that thi anh ca 1a em sé tranh xa n6 mudi feet (3)," Fat no6i.

"Em sé dem con chudt nay di doa mdy da con gai sg ching," Herbie cudi 16n. "Cau dy
sé chi li€c qua mot cai roi nhay cang 1én ghé; liéu céu ay co tac dién 1én khi phat hién ra
no la do gia khong nhi?"



"N6i di, cac ban, xem con €ch nhay nay," Fat kéu 1én, 1én day c6t mot con c6 mau xanh
va vang lam bang thiéc.

"Cala cta té c6 thé danh bai nd," Reddy khoe khoang. "Pua thir di."

"Céu nghi 1a ctia cdu c6 thé nhay xa hon Heinie bé nho ciia té co ddy?" Fat tréu choc
mot cht sau khi con €ch ctia cdu bé da gianh chién thang.

"Cha, ctr dgi dén khi t6 chadm dau cho n6 ma xem," Reddy canh bao, "va ching ta sé thir
lai lan nira."

Khi ca dam kéo day tir nhiing cai banh quy gidy, nhiing chiéc mi gidy sic s khién
chang vo cung vui vé, chiéc ctia Fat trong nhu mii em bé véi cai day dai thong dugce ciu
budc lai duéi cam.

"A, kem dén ro6i nay!" Herbie reo 1én. "Nhin mdy cai hinh ngd nghinh nay di," ciu bé ndi
thém, khi mét cai dia 16n v6i nhiéu hinh thu ki quic 6 bén trén dugce dat truéc mat Toad.

"Em Ut dau tién nhé," Toad thong bao. "Em chon cai gi nao, Hopie?"

"Em sé 1ay, dé xem; em doan la em sé c6 mot qua bi ngd," cudi cung Hopie quyét dinh
va mot chi€éc kem vang hinh bi ng6 dugc dat truéc mat ciu bé.

"C4u la ngudi ti€p theo day, Reddy," Chuck noi.
"Khong phai t, Herbie nho hon t6 ma," Reddy phan doi.
"Em sé lay cai hinh con tho," Herbie cudi. "Em thich nhat la socola va vani."

Reddy chon mot cai tréng nhu ¢6i xay gio ¢6 mau trang va hong con Chuck chon mét
cht ngua con.

"T6 khong u6e nd la that dau,” cdu bé nai.
"Cha, cai hinh con rua tréong c6 vé ngon day," Fat noi, va ti€p theo la lugt cta Linn.

"Co vé khong cong bang 1dm dau khi dang 1€ ra lugt ctia em 1a sau Reddy nhung thay
vao do6 em lai la ngudi cudi cung, Toad," Linn nhan xét.

"0, day la bira tiéc cia em ma, nén em s€ la ngudi cudi cung," Toad tra 15i.
"Pugc théi," Linn dong y, "néu la nhu vay thi anh sé 14y cai thuyén."
"0, dudc," Toad kéu 1én, "dé déng co lai cho em vi em muon né hon bat ki thir gi."

"Con rua nay lam kem ngon hon lam stp nhiéu," Fat cudi toe toét khi cdu bé miic mot
thia day khac.

"Em sé an phan tai tho tru6e,” Herbie 1i nhi.

"Con anh sé an phan khoi ctia dong co trudce," Toad noi chen vao.



"Banh kem déy nay, em sé phai cit no day, Toad," Linn noi v6i cau bé, "sé la khong may
néu dé ai do khac cit banh sinh nhat ctia minh."

Chié€c banh ¢6 16p kem trang phtt bén ngoai va nhiing cay nén dang am i chay.

"Gi¢ hdy xem nhiing ngon nén tit nay," va Toad théi mot hoi that manh. "Hét roi," ciu
bé tuyén bo va cudi, "bay gio t6 sé cat banh nhé."

"C6 mot miéng bac & trong d6 day, Thomas," me ciu bé bao, "ai c6 dugc no sé tré thanh
ngudi may man, va mot cai boc ngéon tay (dung dé khau) cho ngusi sip tot nghiép.”

Lac nay ca dam giuc Toad nhanh 1én, khi banh da dugc cit xong va chuyén téi tay moi
ngudi thi ai cling nhin that ki vao miéng banh ctia minh.

"Hoan ho, t6 co tién roi," Hopie hét to va gio dong xu sang loang ctia minh 1én dé tat ca
moi ngudi c6 thé nhin thdy.

"Con t6 b cai boc ngdn tay," Chuck than thd. "K€ tir gid té s€ phai ty may cac nat ctia
minh roi."

"Hopie that 1a may man; no ciing 1dy dugc dong xu trong bt mi," Herbie nhan xét.

Ciing da kha mu6n nén mic du khong muon chit nao, cac ciu bé danh d6i mi ra vé va
khong quén noi 16i chtc ngt ngon véi B6 va Me Brown.

"Chuing ta da c6 mot khoang thdi gian tuyét vai, Toad," Fat néi, "hy vong nam sau em
lai t6 chirc tiéc sinh nhat nira."

"Anh rat xin 16i vi lam diéu nay," Linn thong bao, bit 1dy Toad va 14t ngudi cdu bé qua
dau goi, "nhung em can phai bi danh dit chin cai va mot cai dé 1dy may."

"Sao hdi trude ching ta khong nghi ra tro nay nhi?" dam con lai dong y ca hai tay, giap
git Toad d€ méi ngusi danh mot cai.

"Cha, c6 vé t6 sé phai ngoan ngoan trong mot nam roi," Toad cudi 16n, sau khi ciu bé
chuin bi rdi di. "Cho da, dén lugt ctia anh ma, Linn, em c6 nén danh trad anh mot cai
khong?"

"Chtc ngd ngon," Linn tra 16i, "chting ta da c6 khoang thoi gian vui vé."
"Chic chin 1a nhu vay," ti€ng cac cau bé vong lai.

"Tam biét, tam biét," Chuck va Toad noi v6i theo, ding 6 ngudng ctra nhin dam ban
khudt dan trong bong toi.

(3) 1feet =30,48 cm
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